STATEMENT IN SUPPORT OF THE ELECTION OF TOM STEVENS AS LPQC STATE REPRESENTATIVE

1/9/11

In ongoing protest to the abusive and wrongful suspension action 

performed against Dr. Tom Stevens in June 2010, the body of LPQC 

has unanimously voted to elect Stevens as its representative to 

the NYLP State Committee at its 2011 convention. A motion to 

submit this statement supporting the action to the NYLP State 

Committee was also passed unanimously. LPQC is instructing Stevens 

to act as an observer of State Committee business, given that the 

committee at this time will deny him voting, posting or other 

participation rights. In the absence of our choice being accepted, 

on any basis, LPQC is prepared to let the position continue to 

remain vacant until our rights are respected.

This election and statement is consistent with several motions 

passed by the LPQC Executive Committee since June, 2010, that 

reaffirm our choice of Stevens. Regardless of whether the 

committee honors our elected choice, or chooses to further 

disenfranchise the county body from sending who they want to 

represent them on the committee, LPQC emphatically reaffirms our 

choice of state representative. In addition, in response to 

objections that Stevens is ineligible to serve based on the 

suspension, LPQC finds the membership suspension action taken 

against him to be invalid for reasons stated below, and conducted 

in a manner that violates the letter and spirit of the NYLP 

bylaws. The suspension action was utterly invalid and fatally 

defective, in these aspects:

1) The action provided no meaningful review of the written notice 

prior to the vote (posted to the State Committee on-line Yahoo 

Group  during the State Committee teleconference when the motion 

to suspend was made seconds after the written notice with 

supporting arguments were posted to the internet). The suspension 

vote (driven by a secretive lobbying effort) administratively 

proceeded with only a formality of due process, without the 

substance.

2) Stevens had no opportunity to address the charges posted 

against him and most of the State Committee members in attendance 

at the teleconference did not even have an opportunity to read the 

charges that were posted minutes before the suspension vote took 

place. It was argued that AFTER Stevens' membership was suspended 

and AFTER he was effectively thrown off the State Committee as the 

Queens LP Representative, that he would THEN have an opportunity 

to address the charges before a second vote to extend the 

suspension was made. However, this is the wrong order in which 

Stevens' due process rights should have been respected. Formal 

notice and debate should have taken place BEFORE Stevens' 

membership was initially suspended. The reason this was done in 

this manner is because those secretly lobbying to suspend Stevens' 

membership wanted to get the 2/3 vote they needed BEFORE any 

debate could take place and then they would only need a majority 

vote to expend the suspension to the April, 2011 State Convention. 

Eventually, Stevens' resigned realizing that even if his 

membership was restored in April, 2011, he would be denied the 

right to vote as the duly elected State Representative from the 

Libertarian Party of Queens County from June, 2010 until April, 

2011. In consideration that suspension actions were unprecedented 

in NYLP history prior to this instance, the momentum to complete 

the actions despite these defects, was clearly reckless and 

abusive.

3) The written notice was not a recitation of facts, but merely a 

negative coloration of events to suit those who had brought up and 

quietly lobbied for the suspension motion. The pejorative attack 

and lobbying effort drove the suspension action, not facts or 

evidence. Several of the parties who had voted for the suspension 

without reviewing the notice later agreed the document lacked 

substance. Attempts to add a dissenting statement to the written 

opinion supporting the action were frustrated.

4) A false "right to disassociate" claim was discussed as the 

basis for the suspension by the wrong parties able to bring the 

claim. The basis is not listed in the suspension criteria of the 

bylaws, and thus was invalid to raise other than for emotional 

effect. Members of the State Committee serve at the pleasure of 

the body that elected them at the state and county conventions, 

and it is that body who holds the actual association rights as to 

whom they want to represent them on the committee. Members on the 

committee who dislike working with another member may exercise 

their disassociation rights by resigning from the committee, not 

by canceling the association rights of the body to determine by 

election who serves on the committee.

5) Several of the parties who brought the suspension action based 

on a claim of "disruption," in the unanimous view of the voting 

members of LPQC, have been the same parties who have been 

disrupting and harassing Queens members of NYLP since 2006. The 

county has formally complained about their abuse to LPNY Chairs, 

and before the NYLP body at the 2007 state convention, at which 

time the body strongly supported LPQC's side by revoking the 

harassing actions of that time. The abuse of the NYLP suspension 

procedure to remove members alleged to be "disruptive" to the 

committee, brought by parties who previously and currently are 

disrupting LPQC, is sadly ironic and cynical.

6) The Libertarian Party of Queens County is in complete agreement 

will all the issues raised and statements made by Dr. Tom Stevens 

while serving as its unanimously elected State Representative, 

including but not limited to the following:

a) his request to see a copy of the contract financially 

obligating the NYLP to expenses associated with its April, 2010 

State Convention;

b) his request to see a breakdown of the income and expenses 

associated with the April, 2010 State Convention;

c) his request to obtain copies of the minutes of State Committee 

Meetings held from September, 2009 to April, 2010, for which 

months none were posted by the Secretary;

d) his request that State Committee business be discussed on the 

State Committee on-line business list instead of by private 

e-mails exchanged amongst only certain members of the State 

Committee;

e) his request that State Committee members stop using private 

e-mails to slander other State Committee members behind their 

backs without giving them the opportunity to respond;

f) his expressed concern that candidates seeking the gubernatorial 

nomination of the New York State Libertarian Party were not given 

the opportunity to communicate with the 400-500 eligible voting 

members of the party in order to inform them of their campaign 

plans and to encourage them to attend the April, 2010 State 

Convention;

g) his public objection that votes taken at the NYLP State 

Convention in April, 2010 to nominate candidates were conduced on 

the Honor System where ineligible delegates were permitted to 

place ballots into a passing hat and eligible delegates were seen 

collecting other people's ballots and voting twice;

h) his public objection that the NYLP gubernatorial candidate 

promised in advance not to spend a dime of his own money on his 

campaign; and

i) his reminder to fellow State Committee members that they were 

Directors in a Not-For-Profit Corporation and that, as a result, 

they had a fiduciary responsibility to be proper stewarts of the 

assets of the corporation and could not treat the NYLP as a 

private club where important issues of impropriety and malfeasance 

could just be swept under the carpet.

It is the opinion of the Libertarian Party of Queens County that 

it is these stands that led some to take actions to get Stevens 

off the NYLP State Committee at the very first opportunity they 

had to do so, which was the State Committee teleconference held in 

the first week of June, 2010.

The suspension actions completed or contemplated in June, 2010 by 

the State Committee remain outrageous and disgraceful, and 

probably contributed to impairing many activists in helping the 

NYLP succeed in efforts to obtain permanent ballot status. If LPQC 

has to complain about this abuse to the National LP, as we did at 

that time, we are prepared to do so. LPQC will not accept its 

members being disenfranchised or disrupted, then or now. Our 

objections and follow-up absolutely will not stop, until and 

unless suspension actions performed or contemplated are reversed 

or revoked, and the affected individuals reinstated and apologized 

to.

LPQC REITERATION OF THE COMPLAINT STATEMENT,  on 10/12/12 and 1/12/13

The LP of Queens County is unchanged (as reiterated many times by county convention vote, most of which were unanimous) regarding the wrongful and excessive expulsion actions performed against Tom Stevens and Sam Sloan in 2010 by the LPNY State Committee. Irrespective of the merits (or complete lack thereof) of some claims made against both persons, their expulsion from LPNY was an illegitimate and disproportionate response, as documented by LPQC by written complaint at the time and since. Both continue to serve as active NY Libertarian activists, as officers of LPQC as well as nationally, and subsequent history has plainly vindicated both as productive members of the LP.

LPQC seeks and expects 1) a reversal or vacating of those actions, 2) an apology against the Queens members affected (including John Procida), and 3) the choice of elected officers of county chapters be respected and recognized by the State Committee. The matter remains an unresolved current issue for LPNY as long as A) the chapter's elected officers (Stevens and Sloan) remain unrecognized, B) the written complaint submitted to the State Committee remains not acted upon, or C) Stevens' lifetime state membership dues remain not refunded, as a supposedly removed LPNY member. In the event the current committee declines to address the above, LPQC will continue to pursue the matters with future state committees, or at a future state convention until resolved.

Finally, below is an email from the period that agreed with the LPQC about the need to revise the then bylaws to rationally resolve the issue:

From: MK <winstonsmith@cybermansoftware.com>

Subject: proposed bylaws amendment

To: "J." <mrjclifton@yahoo.com>

Date: Monday, January 10, 2011, 8:57 AM

John,

As you may recall, I was upset about the way the Stevens suspension was

handled, particularly with respect to the lack of advance notice,

inclusion of multiple charges for single courses of conduct, and

dredging up six year old incidents.  Here is a bylaws amendment I plan

to propose:

Proposed Bylaws Amendment

Article VII, Section A shall be amended by adding the following paragraphs:

3. The entire State Committee must be notified in writing of any intent

to move for a suspension against any member in advance of the meeting at

which the motion will be made.  Such notice shall allow all Officers

reasonable time to review the charges.

4. Any motion to suspend the membership of any member must be made

within one year of the date of any action giving rise to suspension.

When the action is a continuing course of conduct, discrete acts

comprising the course of conduct shall be considered a single action and

only discrete acts within one year prior to the motion to suspend will

be considered.

5. No action may be considered for which a motion to suspend the member

has previously been made.

Rationale:

3. This will preclude "ambushing" the State Committee with a last-minute

list of charges.

4. This will keep any list of charges brief by not allowing discrete

acts, such as individual e-mail messages that are part of a single

"flame war" to be considered as separate disruptions.

5. This creates a statute of limitations, so that old incidents cannot

hang over a member's head indefinitely.

